ROBESPIERRE

on the conspiracy (of which they appeared to have
knowledge) to overthrow the Revolutionary Govern-
ment, the forceful decisions of which had been so fatal
to them. He defended Robespierre against the charge of
dictatorship. If Robespierre was a dictator, where was
his treasury? where his army?

David, of the Committee of General Security,
seconded him, and then all eyes turned towards
Maximilien.

Robespierre was uncompromising and belligerent.
"He spoke", says Barere, "as one who had orders to
give and victims to designate." He denounced the
members of both Committees for their failure to put
into effect the Laws of Ventose, although more than
four months had elapsed since their passage. He called
his colleagues "the most solid bulwark of the counter-
revolutionaries". He assailed Vadier, Amar, Jagot,
Collot, Billaud. His intransigence on this occasion
has received justification from the fact that after Ther-
midor the members of the Committees claimed that
their promise to put the Ventose Laws into effect was
only a ruse! It is true that when they said this they were
themselves under attack, but their opposition to these
laws had been sufficiently stubborn to justify literal
acceptance of their statement.

Billaud-Varenne now arose and tried to conciliate
Robespierre.

"We are your friends", he said. "We've always
marched hand in hand."

The previous day (comments Saint-Just) he had com-
pared Maximilien to Peisistratus and had levelled all
sorts of accusations against him.

To satisfy Robespierre still another decision was
reached which seemed to insure the speedy enforce-
ment of the disputed laws, and to Saint-Just was en-
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